2026 HANDLERS GUIDE

Thursday, January 29

Warm Lake Stage Race

Vet Checks — 9am

First Day Start -11am

North Shore Lodge

175 N Shoreline Dr.

26 Miles east of Cascade on Warn Lake Rd.
Friday, January 30

Second Day Start — 10am
Sunday, February 1

100 & 300 Vet Checks - 2pm

Hotel NoBo Parking Lot

500 N. Main St., Cascade, ID

Opening Program

Meet the Mushers

Pre Race Drivers Meeting (approximately 5pm)
Monday, February 2

100 and 300 Mile start — 10am

Cascade / Van Wyck State Park

501 N Lakeshore Dr. Cascade, ID

Teams arrive no later than 7am

3 minute intervals
Tuesday, February 3

100 Mile Finishers Banquet - 4 pm

New Meadows Community Center

102 Peterson Memorial Ave. New Meadows, ID 83654

The Community Center opens at 11 and all are welcome to hang out
Thursday, February 5

300 Mile Finishers Banquet— 12 pm

Hotel NoBo

500 N. Main St., Cascade, ID



Race Central phone number will be provided at the Drivers Meeting. Handlers
must provide phone numbers to Race Central. Race Marshal: tba
Watch Trackers on the web site for Team expected arrival at checkpoints.

www.idahosleddogchallenge.com

HANDLER DUTIES AND ROLE
Each Team is required to have a designated handler. Once the race starts and teams
are on the trail, handlers should arrive at a checkpoint before their musher is

anticipated to leave that checkpoint.

Checkpoints, distances and estimated travel times are listed below. HOWEVER, those

times are only estimates for the current race. Trail conditions will affect travel times.

All the sleds are equipped with trackers. A team’s position is viewable on the ISDC
website (www.idahosleddogchallenge.com). Handlers can also contact Race Central
for updates. Race Central may contact individual handlers as circumstances dictate.
Race Central can also provide contact information for other handlers. Note that there
are locations throughout the county where there is no cell service.

» Handlers may assist teams with parking and departure from the checkpoints.

* Only the musher may perform care, feeding and other tasks for the team. Help
from handlers, no matter how well intentioned, could cause a team to be
assessed a penalty.

« Handlers may assist in sourcing tools and materials for repairs but only the driver
is permitted to perform the repair. Any such incidents must be reported to a race
official.

* In the event of a loose dog or canine conflict, anyone may assist.

» Handlers should take possession of any dropped dogs from their team at or
before the time their team leaves the checkpoint. Dropped dogs will be first


http://www.idahosleddogchallenge.com/

examined by a member of the veterinary team before being released to their
handler.

* Dogs dropped at the 3™ Fork NA for 2026 Checkpoint will be transported to the
Cascade checkpoint by the end of the race and released there to a handler.

» Handlers are responsible for the cleanup of all areas used by their team during
the race and must bag or pile straw as directed by checkpoint managers and
notify an official for signoff when finished. If cleanup is not completed the team
may be subject to a fine or penalty.

« After the musher departs a checkpoint, in addition to cleaning the area, handlers
are responsible for retrieving any personal items and drop bags belonging to the
musher.

CHECKPOINTS

The 300 Mile - 7 legs:

Leg Trail Distance Race Mile Fast Travel
(miles) Time Est. Hrs
1 Cascade to Platt 55 55 5.5
2 Platt to WYE 33 88 3.5
3 WYE to CAS (6 hour 58 146 6
Mandatory)

4 CAS to Platt 55 201 55
5 Platt to WYE 33 234 3.5
6 WYE to Platt 33 267 3.5
7 Platt to CAS 37 304 4

The 100 Mile - 3 legs:

Distance Fast Travel
Leg Checkpoint (Miles) Race Mile Time Est. Hrs
1 Cascade to Platt 37 37 4




2 Platt to Platt 26 63 3

3 Platt to WYE 33 96 4

Cascade Checkpoint —

100 and 300 mile start, 300 mile layover and finish

This checkpoint is at the eastern shore of Cascade Lake in Cascade/Van Wyck Lake
State Park. The boat ramp parking will be reserved for Mushers and their dog trucks.
Cell Service available.

Driving Directions: The street address is 501 N Lakeshore Dr. Cascade, ID 83611.
From N Main Street in Cascade turn onto Lake Cascade Pwy; Lake Cascade Pwy only
goes one direction from Main Street. It is across from the NoBo Hotel. There is a Shell
Station (Howdy’s Gas and Grub) on one corner and The Cascade Lake Inn on the
other.

The checkpoint is in the park on the right side of the boat ramp. The start/finish chute is

on the ice just beyond the boat ramp.

Platt Checkpoint

The Platt Checkpoint is located at a combination warming hut and groomer garage at
the intersection of West Mountain Road and No Business Rd. Cell Service available.
Teams will be parked in an open field across the road east of the warming hut.
Driving Directions: 2490 W Wood Dr, McCall, ID 83615 will get you to the turn
onto W Wood Drive. Complete directions below.

From Donnelly go west 3.7 miles on Roseberry Rd. (Stinker Gas and Convenience
Store at Roseberry Rd) to T intersection, approximately 4.7 miles. Turn right on West
Mountain Rd. and go north 0.7 mile, turn right on West Wood Dr and proceed 0.6
miles to rejoin West Mountain Rd. Turn left on West Mountain Rd and park facing
south. Walk 100 yards north to Platt Checkpoint. DO NOT DRIVE UP TO THE
CHECKPOINT. It will be difficult to turn around and will disrupt checkpoint operations.

See attached map.



WYE Checkpoint -

300 mile layover and 100 mile finish

The WYE checkpoint is campground at the north end of the Weiser River Trail.

The checkpoint is a multi tent compound with electricity. No Cell Service.

Driving directions: Street Address Tamarack View Dr, New Meadows, ID on Google
maps will get you close to the turn off from US 95.

From New Meadows, ID go south on Hwy 95 approximately six miles and turn left at
Tamarack View Dr. and WYE Campground sign (1/8 mile south of MM 155). Follow the
road east 1/2 mile to the checkpoint. Bear right at the checkpoint and park in an
available spot along the road without blocking the road. The road continues past the
checkpoint and then loops back to the checkpoint.

WARM LAKE STAGE RACE CHECKPOINT

The Warm Lake Checkpoint is located at the North Shore Lodge, Warm Lake.

The Warm Lake Stage Race is a two-day event, starting and finishing each day at the
North Shore Lodge.

Driving Directions: Hwy 55 one half mile north of Cascade, East on Warm Lake

Road 26.4 mile. Follow sign to the North Shore Lodge.

Third Fork Cabin Checkpoint NA for 2026

Third Fork Cabin is not road accessible. Handlers will not be able to visit Third Fork
Cabin. Dogs dropped at that checkpoint will be transported to the Cascade checkpoint
and released to the handler there. Handlers will be notified as to when dogs will be
arriving at Cascade.

Smiths Ferry Checkpoint NA for 2026



The Smiths Ferry checkpoint is at Wellington Snow Park on the West side of Hwy 55
just South of the Cougar Mountain Lodge. Cell phone service is available near but not
at the checkpoint.

Driving Directions: The street address is 9713 ID-55, Cascade, ID 83611.

From Cascade take HWY 55 south 19 miles. The checkpoint is on the west side of the

highway 1/8th mile south of Cougar Mountain Lodge

Little Ski Hill Checkpoint NA for 2026

The Little Ski Hill is a small local ski area. The checkpoint is below the parking lot at
the base of the ski lift.

The lodge is open for race personnel, including handlers. Team parking area is a short
walk down the hill. Note that DOG TRUCKSARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE PARKIG
LOT BETWEEN 2pm and 9pm. No Cell Service. See attached map for dog pickup
between 2pm and 9pm.

Driving Directions: the street address is 3635 Hwy 55, McCall, ID83615

From downtown McCall, ID take HWY 55 North approximately 2.5 miles towards New
Meadows. The Little Ski Hill will be on your left.

FOOD AND SLEEPING AREAS

Food is available at all checkpoints.

Handlers should travel with a sleeping bag and pad in case it is necessary to sleep
outside of their local accommodations. Sleeping areas are available at all the
checkpoints. Be flexible and creative.



Cascade Checkpoint: There is space and cots in the basement of the Lake Front Bar
and Grill at the checkpoint. Enter below the bar and grill, from the outside, through the
door facing the checkpoint parking lot. Some cots available.

Cascade Family Worship Center; 511 Lake Cascade Parkway

Park away from the building. Enter from the side door and go down the stairs. Carpeted Floor

and restrooms

Platt Checkpoint: Inside the warming hut. Some cots available in the shop area.

WYE: A wall tent with cots is available on the night of Jan 2.

Additional options may be available at race time.

Smiths Ferry: Inside the warming hut NA for 2026
Little Ski Hill: Inside the lodge NA for 2026



